Background: Invasive Pneumococcal Disease (IPD) is a major public health concern. The effectiveness of 23-valent polysaccharide pneumococcal vaccine (PPV23) against IPD in older age-groups is not fully understood. We measured PPV23 effectiveness against IPD and interpreted changes in IPD incidence between 2000 and 2017. Methods: Public Health England conducts enhanced national IPD surveillance in England and Wales. The indirect cohort method was used to estimate PPV23 effectiveness against IPD in individuals aged ≥65 years eligible for PPV23 vaccination during 2012-2016. IPD incidence in 2016/17 was compared to rates during 2000-2003, when neither PPV23 nor pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs) were routinely used in England and Wales. Findings: PPV23 effectiveness, irrespective of time since vaccination, was 27% (95% CI, 17-35) after adjusting for age, co-morbidity and year of infection. Vaccine effectiveness reduced non-significantly (p = 0.13) with time since vaccination, from 41% (95% CI, 23-54) for those vaccinated within two years, to 34% (95% CI, 16-48) for those vaccinated 2-4 years previously, and 23% (95% CI, 12-32) for those vaccinated ≥5 years previously. Vaccine effectiveness did not vary significantly by age but was highest in previously healthy individuals (45%; 95%CI, 27-59). IPD incidence for PPV23 serotypes not included in the PCVs did not decrease after routine PPV23 use but increased significantly since PCV introduction in 2006. Interpretation: PPV23 offers moderate short-term protection against IPD in older adults. PPV23 serotypes comprise an increasing proportion of IPD cases in older adults because of serotype replacement following routine PCV use in children. Funding: European Union's Horizon 2020.
Introduction
Streptococcus pneumoniae is a major cause of morbidity and mortality worldwide, especially at the extremes of age and among those with underlying comorbidities. Almost 100 pneumococcal serotypes have been identified, based on their unique capsular polysaccharide structure. These serotypes each have different propensities for carriage and invasive disease, including meningitis, septicaemia and pneumonia, which can all be life-threatening. In order to prevent invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD), two different types of vaccines are currently EClinicalMedicine 6 (2018) [42] [43] [44] [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] ⁎ Corresponding author at: Statistics, Modelling, and Economics Department, National Infection Service, Public Health England, 61 Colindale Avenue, London NW9 5EQ, UK.
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available: the 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPV23) and the pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs).
In the UK, prior to 2003, PPV23 had been available for more than 20 years and was recommended for individuals aged at least two years with specific underlying clinical conditions that significantly increased their risk of IPD [1] . Since 2003, a single dose of PPV23 was recommended for adults on their 65th birthday alongside a two-year catch-up (2003) (2004) (2005) for all ≥ 65 year-olds, starting with ≥ 80 yearolds and moving to 75-79 and 65-74 year-olds by 2005. Currently, around 70% of ≥65 year-olds have received a dose of PPV23, including 19% already vaccinated as part of the at-risk programme by 65 years of age, 16% of new 65 year-olds and the remainder who receive the vaccine in subsequent years, usually before the age of 70 years [2] .
In September 2006, the 7-valent PCV (PCV7) was introduced into the infant immunisation programme alongside a 12-month catch-up for all 
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EClinicalMedicine j o u r n a l h o m e p a g e : h t t p s : / / w w w . j o u r n a l s . e l s e v i e r . c o m / e c l i n i c a l m e d i c i n e b2 year-olds. This programme led to a rapid and sustained decline in PCV7-serotype IPD across all age groups through direct and indirect (herd) protection [3] . The overall decline in IPD was, however, offset by a small increase in IPD due to non-PCV7 serotypes across all age groups because of serotype replacement in carriage and disease. In April 2010, PCV7 was replaced with a 13-valent PCV (PCV13) without a catch-up, which led to further declines in both PCV13-type and overall IPD across all age groups although, again, with a small increase in replacement disease due to non-PCV13 serotypes [4] . Between 2003 and 2010, vaccine effectiveness (VE) of PPV23 using the Broome method [5] , was estimated to be 48% within two years of vaccination, declining to 15% after five years [6] . Stratification by clinical risk group and age suggested declining VE with age and lower vaccine effectiveness in those with underlying co-morbidity, although these were not statistically significant. In previously healthy 65-74 yearolds, PPV23 VE was 65% (95% CI, 23-84) with 2 years of vaccination, 62% (95% CI, 21-82) from 2 to 5 years and 28% (95% CI, −72 to 70) beyond 5 years.
That study had been informative in deliberations by the United Kingdom Joint Committee on Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) in 2013 and led to the decision to continue the elderly PPV23 programme. The programme was reviewed again in 2015 and the same decision was made, with a plan to re-assess PPV23 impact and VE because of the rapidly changing epidemiology of IPD due to large declines in PCV13-serotype IPD and replacement disease due to non-PCV13 serotypes as a result of the childhood PCV13 programme [7] . This was undertaken by Public Health England (PHE) in 2015, with additional resources from the Horizon 20-20 Integrated Monitoring of Vaccines Effectiveness (I-MOVE+) network in Europe [8] . In this study, we report the population impact and effectiveness of PPV23 on IPD among older adults in England and Wales over a 16-year period.
Methods

Vaccine Effectiveness Against IPD
PHE conducts enhanced national surveillance of IPD in England and Wales, as described previously [4] . Laboratory-confirmed cases with PPV23-type IPD (VT) and controls with non-PPV23 type IPD (NVT) are identified through a combination of clinical and laboratory reporting. National Health Service (NHS) hospital laboratories routinely submit invasive pneumococcal isolates to PHE for confirmation and serotyping, which is not performed locally. The laboratories also electronically report clinically significant infections to PHE through the Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS, previously LabBase2). Reports without isolate submission are actively followed-up by PHE to ensure consistently high serotyping rates for all invasive isolates across England and Wales.
For this study, PHE asked general practitioners to complete a short questionnaire on the clinical and immunisation history for all confirmed IPD cases with known serotype among ≥65 years-olds, who were diagnosed between 1 January 2012 and 30 June 2016. IPD was defined as detection of S. pneumoniae (culture, PCR or antigen) from a normally sterile site. Final outcome (alive/dead) was ascertained by crosschecking all cases with the Patient Demographics Service (PDS; https://digital.nhs.uk/Demographics) in February 2017.
Based on the questionnaire returned by the GP underlying medical conditions were categorised into three risk-groups as follows: none, high-risk immunocompetent (chronic respiratory/heart/liver/renal disease; diabetes mellitus; cerebrospinal fluid leaks; cochlear implants) and immunocompromised (asplenia/splenic dysfunction; malignancy; or an immunosuppressive drug).
Statistical Methods for Effectiveness
Key variables (age, gender, period, clinical risk group, vaccination, ethnicity, clinical presentation, time registered at the GP,
Research in Context
Evidence Before This Study
We searched PubMed for "pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine", "PPV23", "effectiveness", "impact", "trends", "population", "Broome method" and "Indirect cohort method". We searched for population-based studies reported in the English language that included adults aged 65 years and older, and compared trends in vaccine-type and non-vaccine type invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) before and after the start of the 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPV23) campaign, with no time limits. A recent systematic review on PPV23 effectiveness in the elderly identified 17 eligible studies and pooled vaccine effectiveness against invasive pneumococcal disease by any serotype was 73% (95%CI, 10-92%) in four clinical trials, 45% (95%CI, 15-65%) in three cohort studies, and 59% (95%CI, 35-74%) in three case-control studies. The systematic review also found significant effectiveness against pneumococcal pneumonia. In the UK, our previous analysis during 1998/99 to 2009/10 found an overall vaccine effectiveness of 24% which declined over time, from 48% within 2 years of vaccination to 15% after 5 years. At the population level, we did not observe any decline in IPD incidence due to the PPV23 serotypes in the elderly following PPV23 implementation in the age group and prior to the implementation of the childhood pneumococcal conjugate vaccine programmes.
Added Value of This Study
We followed up nearly 10,000 IPD cases in the elderly over a 4.5 year surveillance period (2012 to mid-2016). We found PPV23 effectiveness, irrespective of time since vaccination, was 27% (95% CI, 17-35) after adjusting for age, co-morbidity and year of infection, with non-significant waning with time since vaccination, from 41% (95% CI, 23-54) for those vaccinated within two years, to 34% (95% CI, 16-48) for those vaccinated 2-4 years previously, and 23% (95% CI, 12-32) for those vaccinated ≥ 5 years previously. Vaccine effectiveness by risk group achieved borderline significance (p = 0.05) and was highest in those without any risk factors (45%; 95% CI, 27-59) followed by the high-risk immunocompetent (25%; 95% CI, 11-37) and lowest in the immunocompromised (13%; 95% CI, − 9 to 30). There was no measurable impact of PPV23 on IPD incidence in the elderly during 2000-2017. Following PCV7 and PCV13 implementation into the childhood immunisation programme, many of the replacing serotypes subsequently causing IPD in the elderly are currently included in PPV23 and not in PCV13, especially serotypes 8, 9 N and 12F, which now constitute 40% of total IPD cases in England and Wales.
Interpretation PPV23 continues to demonstrate moderate short-term effectiveness against IPD caused by the vaccine serotypes in older adults, but this was insufficiently high to have an impact at the population level following the campaigns in [2003] [2004] [2005] . The recent increase in IPD due to some of the PPV23 serotypes in England and Wales would support continuation of the elderly PPV23 programme, especially given the significant positive effectiveness against the major replacing serotypes causing IPD in this vulnerable age group. Extending the age at with PPV23 is offered and/or offering additional PPV23 doses at regular intervals might help prevent more cases of IPD.
intensive care unit (ICU) admission, hospital stay ≥ 14 days, and death within 30 days) were compared between cases and controls using the chi-square test or Fisher's exact test as appropriate.
Vaccine effectiveness was calculated as 100% × (1 − the odds of vaccination in VT cases / odds of vaccination in NVT controls) using logistic regression to adjust for potential confounding factors of age (65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84 and ≥ 85 years), clinical risk group category, gender, year of notification, and ethnicity. The influence of these factors, which may be related to both vaccination and IPD, was investigated by adding them sequentially in the order shown above to the model. For missing values on a factor such as clinical risk group, we used complete case analysis. This design method which is a variant on a case-control design in which non vaccine type cases serve as controls is known as the indirect cohort method or Broome method 5 and was originally developed for assessment of PPV.
In the primary analysis for overall VE, vaccination was defined as a PPV23 dose at any time prior to IPD. This was then assessed by time since vaccination using a factor for vaccination with 4 levels (unvaccinated, vaccinated within b 2 years, 2-4 years, ≥ 5 years). To further investigate the long-term decline VE was also estimated using a factor for each individual year from vaccination to IPD (up to 16 years) and with a cubic spline and linear decline. Stratification was also performed by age (65-74, 75-84, ≥ 85 years) and clinical risk group (high risk immunocompetent, immunocompromised and none). Differences across these strata were tested using the likelihood ratio test or Wald's test. VE against individual serotypes was assessed by just including the controls and cases due to the individual serotype. Those vaccinated with unknown date were considered in the analysis as vaccinated ever but dropped from the analyses involving timing since vaccination.
Vaccine effectiveness against the different clinical manifestations (meningitis, septicaemia and pneumonia), case fatality rate, ICU admission and hospital admission for ≥14 days were also estimated.
Sensitivity analyses were as follows: i) VE by age at vaccination was considered rather than age at disease, ii) VE against vaccinerelated serotypes (i.e. those of the same serogroup rather than the same serotype) by comparing these to the remaining controls, iii) only including records where the individual was registered at the GP practice for ≥ 2 or ≥ 5 years at the date of IPD (on the assumption that the patient's vaccination history was more likely to be accurate in those registered at the same practice for longer).
Vaccine Impact Against IPD
National IPD data were analysed from the 2000/01 to 2016/17 epidemiological years (from 01 July to 30 June the following year); the study population comprised those aged ≥ 65 years (split across 5-year age bands to ≥ 85 years) with IPD in England and Wales. Annual incidence was calculated by dividing the number of corrected cases by the population size for that age-group and year in England and Wales. Corrected case numbers were calculated with adjustments for missing age, serotype and underlying trends, and compared using an over-dispersed Poisson model as described previously [4, 9] . This method assumes that the serotype distribution in those with missing serotype is the same as in those with complete serotype. Also the age distribution in those with missing age is the same as the age distribution where the age is known. In this model, the inflation/deflation factors to correct for underlying trends in total IPD prior to PCV introduction (which were applied until 2009/ 10, after which it was assumed levels stabilised) were 3. 
Role of the Funding Source
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Results
Vaccine Effectiveness Against IPD
Description of Cases and Controls
A total of 9847 IPD cases with serotyped isolates diagnosed in England and Wales in older adults aged ≥65 years during 4.5 years of surveillance (2012 to mid-2016) were followed-up and 6319 (64%) returned the questionnaire. A higher response rate was obtained for cases diagnosed during 2014-2016, when questionnaires were sent closer to the time of IPD. Vaccination history was missing in 74 leaving 6245 cases for analysis; of these, 4423 (71%) were due to PPV23 serotypes (cases) and 1822 (29%) were due to non-PPV23 serotypes (controls) ( Table 1) . Healthy adults represented 20% (1235/6173), highrisk immunocompetent individuals 52% (3194/6173) and immunocompromised individuals 28% (1744/6173) of cases and controls where clinical risk group was known. Within the high-risk immunocompetent group, the most commonly reported conditions were respiratory disease (52%), cardiovascular disease (50%), renal disease (32%) and diabetes (30%) with other conditions reported for ≤5% of individuals. Within the immunocompromised group, malignancy (84%) was most common. The number of cases and controls stratified by age, risk and time since vaccination are shown in Table 2 .
Vaccine Effectiveness Overall, by Age Group, Risk Group and Time Since Vaccination
Investigation of potential confounding factors showed that agegroup, risk-group and year of infection changed the estimate by only a small amount (−4%, − 2%, + 1%, respectively) while gender and ethnicity had no effect (b1%). Therefore, adjusted estimates are presented with age-group, year of infection and risk-group adjustment. The overall crude VE estimate was 32% (95% CI, 24-40) and adjusted VE was 27% (95% CI, 17-35). The VE estimates by time since vaccination, age and risk group are summarised in Table 4 ; VE declined with time since vaccination, from 41% (95% CI, 23-54) for those vaccinated within two years to 34% (95% CI, 16-48) for those vaccinated within 2-4 years and 23% (95% CI, 12-32) for those vaccinated ≥5 years previously. Although the overall linear decline was not significant (p = 0.13), the longer term decline was best fitted with the spline model which indicates an initial drop from about 50% to a plateau after about 5 years at 20-25% (Fig. 1) . The mean time since vaccination in this cohort was quite long at 9.55 years.
When comparing VE between the three age-groups (Table 4) , a higher VE was observed for 65-74 year-olds (31%; 95% CI, 16-44) and ≥ 85 years old (34%; 95% CI, 17-35), but lower among 75-84 year-olds (17%, 95% CI: −3 to 32). This difference by age groups was not significant (p = 0.85) nor was a trend in VE by age significant (p = 0.22). Vaccine effectiveness by risk group achieved borderline significance (p = 0.05) and was highest in those without any risk factors (45%; 95% CI, 27-59) followed by the high-risk immunocompetent (25%; 95% CI, 11-37) and lowest in the immunocompromised (13%; 95% CI, − 9 to 30).
VE differed significantly (p = 0.005) by vaccine serotype (Supplementary Table 1 ) with no effectiveness seen for ST3 (2%; 95% CI, −21 to 21) and high VE for 9 N (50%; 95% CI, 37-61). Although there was also low VE for ST 6B (−10%; 95%CI, −155 to 53) and 17F (2%, 95%CI, − 61 to 41) there was low precision for these serotypes. When ST3 was excluded from the analysis, there was no difference in VE across the remaining serotypes (p = 0.13). VE across age-time-risk strata varied from b 0 to 90%, but with wide confidence intervals (Table 3) . For serotypes with sufficient numbers of cases, there was not a significant difference in waning by serotype. Within individual serotypes, too, there was limited power to assess waning. For the three major serotypes, VE (95% CI) at b2 years, 2-4 years and ≥ 5 years for serotype 8 was 53% (27-70%), 40% (12-59%) and 18% (− 1-33%); for serotype 9 N, 69% (40-86%), 67% (41-82%) and 45% (29-58%); and for serotype 12F, 40% (−1-65%), 37 (−1-61%) and 24% (3-41%), respectively.
The current PPV23 programme for ≥ 65 year-olds focuses on the healthy group who were not already eligible for the vaccine, based on risk status. In this age group (65-74 year-olds), the VE was 54%, 65% and 47% at b 2, 2-4 and ≥ 5 years since vaccination. VE against IPD cases that required intensive care admission was 34% (95% CI, 00-57) and 19% (95% CI, 07-31) against hospital admission for ≥ 14 days; VE was 25% (95% CI, − 38 to 59) against meningitis, 29% (95% CI, 17-40) against bacteraemic pneumonia and 28% (95% CI, −12 to 53) against septicaemia, while VE against IPD death was 18% (95% CI, −5 to 36). Table 5 shows the overall adjusted VE of PPV23 with vaccination status also defined by the age at which vaccination occurred and interval between vaccination and disease. The VE for vaccination among 65-74 year-olds (when most individuals received the vaccine) was 25% (95% CI, 13-35), irrespective of the interval between vaccination and disease, and 36% (95% CI, 17-50) for vaccination within the 5 years of IPD.
Sensitivity Analysis
VE against vaccine-related serotypes (Table 6 ) was 4% (95% CI, −18 to 22), which justified including this group as part of the controls. Individuals who were registered at GP practices for ≥2 and ≥ 5 years, respectively, at the time of diagnosis were used as a proxy for certainty of their vaccination status. For the 4623 individuals registered for ≥2 years; the adjusted VE, for vaccination at any time, was 39% (95%CI, 29-48), and for the 4310 individuals registered for ≥5 years, the adjusted VE was 40% (95%CI, 30-49).
Vaccine Impact Against IPD
Between 2000/01 and 2016/17, there were 42,802 confirmed IPD cases in older adults, including 7600 PCV7-type IPD, 8675 cases due to the 6 additional PCV13 serotypes, 11,026 cases due to the 11 additional PPV23 serotypes, 6253 non-PPV23 IPD cases and 9248 cases where the serotype was not known. IPD incidence trends by age and serotype group are summarised in Fig. 2 , and the incidence rate ratios in Table 7 . In 2016/17, overall IPD incidence for ≥65 year-olds had dropped by 15% compared to the pre-PPV23 period. While IPD incidence increased sharply with age, the greatest proportional decline in overall IPD incidence was in 65 to 69 year-olds. During this period, there was a 96% decrease in PCV7-type IPD in all aged ≥65 years, 7% decrease in cases due to the additional PCV13 serotypes and a 117% increase in cases due to the additional PPV23 serotypes.
During 2003-2006, post-PPV23 campaigns and prior to PCV introduction, Fig. 2 shows no clear evidence of an impact of these campaigns on IPD, with varying trends in PPV23 only, PCV13 and PCV7 serotypes (all of which are also in PPV23 except serotype 6A). Following PCV7 and PCV13 introduction in infants, herd effects led to large drops in IPD due to the serotypes in these two vaccines, as well as increases in serotype replacement disease, both among non-vaccine serotypes and, more recently, among the additional PPV23 serotypes. This means that, despite the reduction in IPD cases due to PPV23 serotypes also contained in PCV13, the additional PPV23 serotypes still form a large proportion of all IPD among ≥ 65 year-olds in 2016/17. The recent increases in replacement disease varied by age group, with overall IPD rates increasing particularly steeply in ≥85 year olds.
Discussion
In England and Wales, PPV23 was 27% effective against the vaccine serotypes causing IPD in older adults, irrespective of time since vaccination. This is a very important finding given the large changes in serotypes causing IPD in older adults since the introduction of the childhood pneumococcal conjugate vaccination programme more than a decade ago. PPV23 effectiveness declined from 41% for those vaccinated within two years to 34% for those vaccinated within 2-4 years and 23% for those vaccinated at least 5 years previously. Among ≥ 65 year-olds, vaccine effectiveness was higher in those who had no underlying medical conditions and in the younger age groups, although the associations with age were not significant. PPV23 provided no measurable protection against vaccine-related serotypes. In 2016/17, overall IPD incidence for ≥65 year-olds had dropped by 15% compared to the pre-PPV23 period, almost entirely because of reductions in IPD cases due to PCV7 and PCV13 serotypes that resulted from an indirect population impact of the childhood PCV7 and PCV13 programmes, respectively.
Our findings are similar to our previous analysis during 1998/99 to 2009/10, where we reported an overall VE of 24% which declined over time, from 48% within 2 years of vaccination to 15% after 5 years [6] . At that time, too, the only impact on IPD incidence among ≥ 65 yearolds was due to the childhood PCV7 immunisation programme, which was introduced in 2006. Our estimates are lower than a recent population-based case-control study of PPV23 VE against IPD among people over 60 years in Spain, which reported an adjusted VE of 72% (95% CI, 46-85) against overall IPD and 77% (95% CI, 40-92) against vaccine-type IPD [11] . In a recent meta-analysis, too, significant VE for PPV23 was reported against both IPD and pneumococcal pneumonia in the elderly; the pooled VE against IPD was 73% (95% CI, 10-92) in four clinical trials, 45% (95% CI, 15-65) in three cohort studies, and 59% (95% CI, 35-74) in three case-control studies [12] . It is likely that the higher vaccine effectiveness in some of the studies, especially clinical trials, may be due to a shorter follow-up periods compared to the longer observational studies, where waning immunity is likely to account for the lower overall effectiveness.
An important difference when compared to our previous analysis was the replacement of PCV7 with PCV13 in the childhood immunisation programme in April 2010, without any catch-up. This change resulted in a rapid and sustained decline in IPD due to the additional PCV13 serotypes, especially serotypes 7F and 19A, across all age groups through the direct and indirect protection offered by the programme. Consequently, overall IPD rates also declined during the first 4 years of the programme. Since 2013/14, however, this trend reversed, with acceleration in replacement disease due some of the non-PCV13 serotypes, especially those included in PPV23 [9] . In particular, serotypes 8, 9 N and 12F increased to such an extent -almost exclusively in adults and older adults -that they are currently responsible for 40% of all IPD in England and Wales [9] . It is, therefore, reassuring that PPV23 has a significant VE against these major replacing serotypes albeit for a limited duration. Currently, more than half the IPD cases in older adults are due to the additional PPV23 serotypes, making the health economics for this vaccine even more favorable, even with its limited individual-level effectiveness.
VE against serotypes that are common to both PPV23 and PCV13 show very wide confidence intervals because of relatively small numbers of cases. Notably, though, despite the successes of the childhood PCV13 programme, IPD cases due to serotype 3 have continued to increase, especially in adults and older adults, while cases due to serotype 19A are no longer declining and appear to be plateauing. The protection afforded by either PPV23 or PCV13 against serotype 3 IPD is likely to be very limited, although it is reassuring that PPV23 has a positive VE against serotype 19A IPD [9] . Despite individual-level PPV23 effectiveness in older adults, there was no clear impact at the population level of the routine use and catch-up campaigns in the target population during [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] (Fig. 2) . This was assessed in more detail previously [6] , with the conclusion that the expected impact based on incremental vaccine uptake and moderate vaccine effectiveness was small and, therefore, it was not surprising that no clear decreases were seen in IPD incidence. National surveillance does indicate recent increases in non-PCV13 IPD rates, especially among ≥85 year-olds, who had the highest disease incidence.
As the population ages, these changes will lead to increasing numbers of IPD cases in the oldest populations. Given that VE remains positive in the older age groups, this does raise the question as to PPV23 might be more beneficial if given at an older age or if given at regular intervals within the ≥65 year age-group. This would require additional analyses [13, 14] .
We have previously reported the strengths and limitations of this methodology [6] . A major strength remains the large numbers of confirmed IPD cases across all age groups identified through national surveillance over a period of almost two decades, which has allowed us to calculate VE with narrow confidence intervals, and stratify by age, risk group and time. The use of non-PPV23 type IPD cases as controls has the advantage of close matching in terms of underlying comorbidities, clinical characteristics, and other possible unmeasured confounders since the pneumococcal serotype in patients with IPD is only determined after the sample is submitted to the national reference laboratory. A limitation that affects interpretation of the lower VE in those with risk factors is that risk group status was reported at the time of IPD and not at the time of vaccination. It is likely that many will have developed risk factors after vaccination. Interpretation of the age effects and decline in VE by time since vaccination also requires caution due to high case fatality rates in the oldest age groups, meaning that those who survive may be those who also had higher and better vaccine responses. This is arguably not a bias but a feature of the population represented and would generate the decline to a plateau in VE by time since vaccination and the increased VE in the oldest age group.
One potential limitation is that we only had 64% questionnaire return rate from GPs and this response rate was lower in 2012 and 2013, when questionnaires were sent 2-3 years after the case occurred; also, questionnaires were less likely to be completed for fatal cases. However, it is very unlikely that there was any bias within the completed questionnaires in terms of vaccination status or the serotype responsible for IPD. Another limitation is that the GP may not know about PPV23 vaccination status if the vaccine was given outside their surgery or prior to the patient's enrolment to their surgery. This would misclassify some vaccinated patients as unvaccinated and slightly underestimate the VE. Another limitation is that some variables have a fairly high proportion of missing values. A further limitation of the study is that we only analysed invasive disease so VE estimates only apply to IPD and not to the larger population who experience non-invasive pneumococcal infections; although different studies have reported mixed results, there is some evidence that PPV23 protects against non-invasive pneumococcal infections, including non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia [10] .
PPV23 continues to demonstrate moderate short-term effectiveness against IPD caused by the vaccine serotypes in older adults, but this was insufficiently high to have an impact on disease incidence at the population level following the campaigns in 2003-2005. Significant declines in IPD rates among older adults have been due to the indirect impact of PCV7 followed by PCV13 introduction into the childhood immunisation programme. The recent increase in IPD due to some of the additional PPV23 serotypes in adults, especially serotypes 8, 12F and 9N, for which significant VE were demonstrated with PPV23 is reassuring and could make the PPV23 programme for older adults even more costeffective. Our findings should be generalisable to similar to other countries with established childhood PCV programmes and will help inform modelling and cost-effectiveness studies to assess whether changing the age at which PPV23 is offered and/or offering additional PPV23 doses to this vulnerable age group might help prevent more cases of IPD.
Supplementary data to this article can be found online at https://doi. org/10.1016/j.eclinm.2018.12.007.
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